
Creating Experiential Learning Opportunities in the Classroom

1. WHY do my students need to know this?  

Not that we are doubting, but it provides motivation to learn as well as to teach. It may 
also provide some broader concepts. Anytime you can take a lesson and find a way to 
show students the broader concepts at work there, you are giving them EXPERIENCE 
with that concept. The next time they encounter it, they get to abstract more and 
therefore retain more.  
  Example: Parts of a leaf. One reason is to understand the broader concept of 
systems and how the various parts of a system effect the other parts. Paragraphs can 
also be taught as systems and how the parts of speech, punctuation, etc., all effect how 
the reader interprets the passage. To experiment with any system, you can ask students 
to experiment with the different parts and see how the overall system is effected. Such 
as changing punctuation or using food coloring in the water feeding a white flower.  

2. How will my students use this concept in the real world?  

This is one of the best ways to help inspire you to create experiential and project-based 
learning opportunities.  No matter how old or young we are, we like to know that what we 
are doing matters and is important. By bringing real world application into the classroom, 
students are more engaged and the actual transfer of the content tends to be stronger.  
  Example: Math. On a basic level, we use math as we make purchases. Giving 
students “money” to play with and even a reason to spend the money. Maybe they get to 
build something with their supplies they purchase. In the upper grades, having students 
fill out mock tax forms can help get them see how math is used by adults everyday. Or 
they could all be scientist and make “discoveries.” Or they could be explorers and create 
journals as they go on adventures like Lewis and Clark. Or they could be authors writing 
a story about ??? 

3. What situations can I create to help my students get first hand, PERSONAL/
meaningful experience with the concept?  

Sometimes either physical movement or walking through a process, much like the 
personal filters, can help solidify meaning for students.  
  Example: Be the preposition. Over the chair, under the table, etc. Using small 
groups to illustrate concepts/ terms (all subjects) first with talking, then without. 
Alphabetical order game- place the letters in descending order and have the students go 
stand next to the letter that begins their first name, then their last, then their favorite food 
(be sure to check).  

4. How can I design my rubric to allow for maximum creativity while making sure I 
cover the concepts?  

Use your TKES and hold students accountable. The more specific you are in your 
rubrics, the less specific you have to be in your assignment/project. 
  Example: As a team, create a video about vertebrates and invertebrates. 
Covered in rubric: Discussed at least 2 of each type of animal. Address number of 
grammatical/spelling errors allowed. Cited sources. Found good pictures to represent 
the animals. Etc. Or Tell a story about a market place with the main character going 
shopping. How much do they start with? What do they buy? How much do they spend? 
Allowing students a lot of liberty for creativity encourages them to learn the concepts and 
build their Power Skills as well.  
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